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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation will probably be a bit different from the others.  It will introduce you to the archival resource I manage – the Legacy Tobacco Documents Library, otherwise known as LTDL, a sub-collection within LTDL – the Multimedia Collection, a collaboration we have with the Internet Archive, and some research I did about the tobacco industry’s activities in California.



http://legacy.library.ucsf.edu 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
LTDL contains 13 million previously-secret documents handed over  by tobacco companies as a result of several lawsuits.All have been digitized and indexed, although not by us.  The companies are required to maintain their own document websites and we go there to pull down the documents and metadata. This is an ongoing process and will continue until 2021.  We also add other document collections when we find them.  For example, there is a class action lawsuit in Canada now that is generating millions of documents that we hope to add.  And Australia has announced that it will ban all logos and colors from cigarette packaging and there are a number of lawsuits by the tobacco companies that are trying to prevent that, as the cigarette packages are an important element for marketing and promotion, made even more so by restrictions on advertising that are becoming more stringent around the world, although not necessarily in the US. 
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Presentation Notes
8,000  of the “documents” in LTDL are audio or video recordings.



http://archive.org/details/tobaccoarchives 
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Presentation Notes
In 2005 we started uploading the audios and videos to the Internet Archive and now 5,300 can be viewed there. Our multimedia items on the Internet Archive have been viewed or downloaded over a half a million times since 2006.



We are here 
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Presentation Notes
We received funding from the Tobacco Related Disease Research Program to enhance the metadata and upload the videos and audios to the Internet Archive.  In connection with that grant, we wanted to find out whether there was anything of relevance to California in the video collection.  We searched on terms like “California” and place names such as “Los Angeles” “Orange County” and institutions such as “Stanford” and we found 209 videos.



What we found 

Number Genre 
73 television news 
34 political advertisements 
21 commercials 
17 focus groups 
16 talk shows 
13 tobacco control ads 
 6 interviews 
 5 conferences 
 5 corp. communications 
 5 hearings 
17 other 

212 Total* 

Decade Number 
1950s 3 
1960s 18 
1970s 7 
1980s 58 
1990s 103 
2000s 10 
no date 10 
Total 209 

Company Number 
Lorillard 27  
Philip Morris 23 
RJ Reynolds 18 
Tobacco Inst. 141 
Total 209 

*One tape contained 3 segments from different genres. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The vast majority of items were from the Tobacco Institute sub-collection.  The Tobacco Institute was the public relations and lobbying arm of the industry and was very adept at spinning news and public opinion, trying to create doubt about scientific findings.  So it makes sense that many of the items were recordings of television news segments mentioning tobacco issues, followed by advertisements against tobacco control measures in California.It also wasn’t too surprising that most of the recordings were made in the 1980s and ‘90s, when recording technology became more accessible.



Television News: 73 items 

News 4 Los Angeles, KNBC 
segment on a no smoking 
ordinance heard by the LA City 
Council Health Committee 
1983  
TID vty27a00 

KGET 17 Bakersfield, Compilation of 
television news shows reporting on the 
Surgeon General's report, "Women and 

Smoking”  
2001  

TID zfs62a00  
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Presentation Notes
So, looking at some of the types of videos. The largest proportion of videos, as I mentioned, were TV news segments about some aspect of cigarette smoking.  And they included reports about lawsuits, nicotine’s addictiveness, local smoking restrictions, the We Card program,  bidis, the Great American Smokeout and other tobacco-related issues.



Politcal Advertisements: 34 items  

San Francisco Referendum  
1983 
TID srz88c00 

Fair Business Committee  
Visalia, Oroville, El Dorado  

1992  
TID qpy27a00 
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Presentation Notes
The next largest category of videos were political advertisements which spanned the years 1978 to 1998 and covered state and local propositions to raise taxes, and establish smoking and non-smoking sections in workplaces, public places and restaurants.  You may be able to see on the screenshot on the right that the commercial was paid for by Californians for Fair Business Policy, which is a PAC set up in California by the industry specifically to organize and finance referendum campaigns. This commercial was against Measure B which, according to the ad, would set up a “cigarette patrol that would hand out citations for smoking.”  It’s impossible to tell, from the commercial, what the measure would actually do.



Some things haven’t changed 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This June, there’s a measure on the California ballot, Prop 29, that will add $1 to the state cigarette tax.  These funds will largely go towards funding cancer research and tobacco control campaigns. Commercials have started appearing opposing the measure.  And while Californians for Fair Business Policy does not appear as a sponsor, Californians Against Out-of-Control Taxes and Spending does. That group, surprise, surprise, is largely funded by RJ Reynolds, Philip Morris and other tobacco companies, to the tune of 8 million dollars.  



Focus group on tax increase 
referendum  (Prop 10) with Black 

participants in Los Angeles  
1998   

TID hbh86d00 

Focus Groups: 17 items  

Female smokers giving their opinions, 
individually, of Virginia Slims 
advertising, including the slogan, 
"You've Come a Long Way, Baby.“ 
1987  
TID brp23e00 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The tobacco industry recorded focus groups that were held in LA , San Francisco and Orange County and discussed such issues as a proposed airlines smoking ban,  anti-smoking advertisements’ effects on youth, cigarette tax increases as well as more traditional market research issues such as reactions to an advertising campaign for the Virginia Slims’ “You’ve come a long way baby” tag line, and 120mm cigarettes.



Talk Shows: 16 items  

The Today Show 
1990  
TID rgx27a00  

KCTV-TV San Diego: Discussion regarding 
San Diego smoking ordinance banning 

smoking in public places. 
1988  

TID xty27a00 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In keeping with their desire to control how the industry was perceived, the Tobacco Institute participated in hundreds of television talk shows, 16 of which specifically addressed California issues. There are local and national talk show programs from the early 1980s to ‘90s discussing issues such as warning labels, fire-safe cigarettes, smoking bans and the CA Department of Health anti-smoking television commercials.



Environmental Tobacco Smoke #11 
Rudy Cole 
1993  
TID gch86d00  

Interviews: 6 items  

Environmental Tobacco Smoke # 9  
Jimmy Murphy 

1993 
TID ich86d00 
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The industry produced a number of films intended to confuse the public about the harms of smoking.  These are stills from the Tobacco Institute's "Environmental Tobacco Smoke: What the EPA  Isn't Telling You” and focus on the 1987 Beverly Hills ban on smoking in restaurants.  The fellow on the left, Rudy Cole, was a political consultant who created the Beverly Hills Restaurant Association at the urging and with the funding of the Tobacco Institute while not acknowledging that the organization was an industry front group.



Philip Morris Cares  
1998  
TID oob77c00 

 

Other: 17 items  

Virginia Slims San Diego 
1985  

TID sgq23e00 
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There are a variety of other types of audios and videos including sports events sponsorship,  video news releases, internal industry meetings, and  corporate public relations, such as this Philip Morris film promoting their philanthropic ventures.  PM to this day funds many nonprofit organizations such as battered women’s shelters, anti-hunger groups and arts groups, in order to create the idea that they are good corporate citizens rather than racketeers selling deadly products.



Legacy Tobacco Documents Library contains  

• Considerable audiovisual material about industry and 
tobacco control activities in California  

• TV ads for all major referenda from Prop 5 (1978) to 
Prop 10 (1998) collected 

• Material documenting industry alliances with 
restaurant associations 

The Tobacco Institute monitored television news and talk 
shows 

The tobacco industry conducted focus groups on political 
issues in the 1980s and ‘90s 

The tobacco industry tracked CA Department of Health 
anti-smoking television advertisements 
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